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CURRICULUM VITAE 
                               

 

Current Positions 

 
Chair of Civil Law, Private International Law, Comparative Law and European Private Law at 
Bonn University 
 

Director of the Institute for German, European and International Family Law 
at Bonn University 
 

Director at the Center for Advanced Study in the Humanities ‘Law as Culture’ 

 
 

Education  
 
2000 Habilitation at Freiburg University  
  
1990 Dr. juris at Freiburg University (summa cum laude) 
 
1982 and 1991 First and Second State Examen  
 
1983 - 1984 Georgetown University Law School, Washington, D.C.,  
 Master of Laws (LL.M.) 
 
1976 - 1982 Hamburg, Geneva and Freiburg University Law Schools 
 
 

Professional Experience  
 

2013 to date Director at the Center for Advanced Study in the Humanities ‘Law 
as Culture’ 
 

2012 - 2014   Head of the Law Department and Vice Dean of the Faculty of 
 Law and Economics at Bonn University 

  
2006 - 2008 Ad-hoc-Judge at the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
 
2003 to date Director of the Institute for German, European and International 

Family Law 
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2001 to date Professor of Law, Chair of Civil Law, Private International Law, 
Comparative Law and European Private Law at Bonn University 

 
1987  Admission as Attorney at Law to the Bar of New York 
  
1986 - 1987 Consultant at the Federal Trade Commission in Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Current and former Offices  
 
German Council of Science and Humanities (WR) (since 2020) 

 
Committee for the Excellence Initiative of the German Council of Science and Humanities (WR) 
(since 2020) 
 
Head of Working Group ‘Digitalization of teaching and studies’ of the German Council of 
Science and Humanities (WR) (since 2020) 
 
Chair of the Law Section of the Academia Europaea (since 2020) 
 
Founding Member and Member of the Coordinating Committee of Family Law in Europe: 
Academic Network (FL-EUR) (since 2019) 

 
Deputy Head of the Expert Group for the Ninth Family Report of the German Government 
(since 2018) 
 
Board of Trustees of the Institute for Fundamental Research in Family Law (since 2016) 
 
Council of the German Association for International Law, German Section of the 
International Law Association (ILA) (since 2015)   
 
Members Consultative Group for the Restatement of the Law: Children and the Law’ of the 
American Law Institute (since 2015) 
 
Children’s Rights Commission of the German Family Court Association (2015 - 2020) 
 
Vice Chair of the University Board of Bonn University (2013 - 2020) 
 
Board of the German Jurists Association (since 2012) 
 
Commission and Strategy Board of Elite Network of Bavaria (2014 and 2015 - 2019)  
 
Council of the German Society of International Law (since 2013, 2014 - 2017 Board Member) 
 
German Council of Private International Law (since 2010) 
 
University Board of Osnabrück University (2009 - 2020)) 
 
Board of Civil Law Teachers Association (2006 - 2011) 
 
European Commission’s Expert Group on the unification of the conflict of law rules on 
matrimonial property (2006 - 2008) 
 
Executive Council of the International Society of Family Law (ISFL) (since 2005) 
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Expert Group of the Commission on European Family Law (CEFL) (since 2003) 
 

Expert at hearings of the Judiciary Committee of the German Parliament as well as the 
Federal Constitutional Court  
 
Expert for the German Research Foundation (DFG), the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, 
the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF), the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) and the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences (ÖAW) 
 
 
Honors and Awards  
 
2012 Member of the Academia Europaea (AE) 
 
2011 Member of the American Law Institute (ALI) 
 
2008  Chair of German Law at the University of Lausanne offered and 

declined  
 
2000  Chair of Private Law at the University of Hamburg offered and 

declined 
 
1996 - 1999 Fellow of the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
 

1978/79; 1983/84  Grants of the Fulbright Commission and German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) 

 

 

Research Grants 
 
2010 - 2013 ‘The European Marriage – Alternative Dispute Resolution for 

Transnational Couples’ 
Research Project funded by the German Research Foundation  
 

2008 - 2009  ‘Financial Consequences of Divorce and Separation –  
A Comparative Study’ 
Research Project funded by the Fritz Thyssen Stiftung 
 

2007 - 2009 ‘The European Marriage – Developing an Optional Legal 
Framework for Transnational Partnerships’ 
Research Project funded by the German Research Foundation  

 

Publications 

7 books, 106 articles and 30 other publications   

Languages 

English: fluent 
French: fluent 
Spanish: working knowledge 
Italian, Portuguese: basic knowledge 
 


