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Regulation 55
Authority of the Chamber to modify the legal characterisation of facts

1. In its decision under article 74, the Chamber may change the legal characterisation of 
facts to accord with the crimes under articles 6, 7 or 8, or to accord with the form of 
participation of the accused under articles 25 and 28, without exceeding the facts and 
circumstances described in the charges and any amendments to the charges. 

2. If, at any time during the trial, it appears to the Chamber that the legal characteri-
sation of facts may be subject to change, the Chamber shall give notice to the par-
ticipants of such a possibility and having heard the evidence, shall, at an appropriate 
stage of the proceedings, give the participants the opportunity to make oral or written 
submissions. The Chamber may suspend the hearing to ensure that the participants 
have adequate time and facilities for effective preparation or, if necessary, it may order 
a hearing to consider all matters relevant to the proposed change. 

3. For the purposes of sub-regulation 2, the Chamber shall, in particular, ensure that the 
accused shall : 
(a) Have adequate time and facilities for the effective preparation of his or her de-

fence in accordance with article 67, paragraph 1 (b); and
(b) If necessary, be given the opportunity to examine again, or have examined again, 

a previous witness, to call a new witness or to present other evidence admissible 
under the Statute in accordance with article 67, paragraph 1 (e). 


