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Prof. Weller, born 1971, married, two children (both aged 22; twins),
is a Director of the Institute for German and International Civil Pro-
cedural Law (Institut fir deutsches und internationales Zivilver-
fahrensrecht) at the University of Bonn, Germany. The “Rhenish
Friedrich Wilhelm University”, founded in 1818, is a top-ranking aca-
demic institution that belongs to the “Universities of Excellence”
(“Exzellenzuniversitdten”) selected by the German Government for
special funding.

Prof. Weller took his legal education at the University of Heidelberg and at St. John’s Col-
lege, Cambridge (UK), from 1992 to 1998, supported by the German National Scholarship
Foundation. He was Joseph Story Fellow of Private International Law at the Harvard Law
School at Cambridge (USA) in 1998/1999 and an associate of a leading law firm in Frankfurt
in 2001 (Hengeler Mueller).

He continued his academic career as a Research Fellow at the Institute for Comparative
Law, the Conflict of Laws and International Business Law at the University of Heidelberg
from 2002 to 2010. During this time, he delivered a prizes-winning PhD (2004), funded by the
German National Scholarship Foundation, on the public policy control of international choice
of forum agreements. From 2008 to 2009 he worked on more than 100 appeal cases in civil
and commercial matters for an attorney of the German Federal Court of Justice (Bun-
desgerichtshof), Professor Dr Achim Kramer. He received his Habilitation in 2011 from the
University of Heidelberg on the basis of a theoretical and comparative study on foundational
structures of the law of obligations (“Personliche Leistungen”) and obtained the venia legendi
for Civil Law including European Private Law, Private International Law, Comparative Law,
Civil Procedural Law and Copyright Law.

Still in 2011, he received his first call to a chair for civil law, civil procedure and private inter-
national law at the Law School of the EBS University of Wiesbaden. In 2014, he received an-
other call to a chair for German and European Civil Law at the European Legal Studies Insti-
tute of the University of Osnabrick, which he turned down. Instead, he became a Member of
the University Senate and Vice Dean at the University of Wiesbaden. He was invited to run
for the position as a Dean of the EBS Law School and Vice-President of the EBS Wiesbaden
University in 2017, but turned down this offer in favour of the call to the Alfried Krupp von
Bohlen und Halbach Professorship for civil law, art and cultural property law, combined with
the position of a Director of the Bonn University Institute for German and International Civil
Procedural Law (Institut fur deutsches und internationales Zivilverfahrensrecht), as of 1 April
2018.

In 2019, Prof. Weller received € 1.1 Mio funding for his five year research project
“Restatement of Restitution Rules for Nazi-Confiscated Art” from the German Government
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(Beauftragte der Bundesregierung fir Kultur und Medien) in which he leads a team of twelve
researchers who distill and comment on rules from the practice of the restitution of Nazi-
looted art in six countries (Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, France, United Kingdom,
Switzerland).

Prof. Weller is a member of a number of professional institutions and associations, including
the International Association of Procedural Law (IAPL), the European Law Institute (ELI), the
German Association of Professors for Civil Procedural Law, the German Scientific Associa-
tion for International Civil Procedural Law, the German Association for International Law
(DGIR), the German Association of Comparative Law and the German Institution for Arbitra-
tion (DIS). He is listed as a specialised arbitrator at the Court of Arbitration for Arts (CAfA), a
subdivision of the Netherlands Arbitration Institute (NAI). He is a participant of the global
meetings of transnational commercial law teachers convened by Roy Goode and Herbert
Kronke and presented there on international human rights and environmental litigations. He
acted as German National Reporter to the XIX" International Academy of Comparative Law
Congress in Vienna in 2014 and presented on his report on the civil law consequences of
corruption for international commercial contracts. In 2018, he again acted as German Na-
tional Reporter to the XX™ International Academy of Comparative Law Congress in Fukuoka
and presented on his report on optional choice of forum agreements.

He delivered a Special Course at the Hague Academy of International Law on “Mutual trust
as a foundation for private international law of regional economic integration communities” in
2019 and was invited to deliver another Special Course at the Academy’s Advanced Courses
Programme in Hong Kong on “Current Trends in International Dispute Resolution” (forthcom-
ing). He was invited to present at the 100™ conference of the German Association of Profes-
sors for Civil Procedural Law (Vereinigung der Zivilprozessrechtslehrer), at the 37™ biannual
conference of the German Association for International Law (Deutsche Gesellschaft fur In-
ternationales Recht) and at the international conference in New York of the Washington Hol-
ocaust Claims Processing Office on the resolution of claims to Nazi-looted art (forthcoming).

He is convening a global conference, together with the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Con-
ference on Private International Law (HCCH) as co-host, on its HCCH 2019 Convention on
the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in June 2023.

Prof. Weller produced more than 200 publications, mostly peer-reviewed, many of them in
English, and delivered more than 100 presentations, nationally and internationally, on private
law, private international law, international civil litigation, arbitration, transnational commercial
law and cultural property law. He has gained a large experience as a legal expert witness,
including cross examination, in international civil litigation (e.g. US class action; NL IP litiga-
tions, insolvency) and arbitration (e.g. corruption, defense industry, automotive), as well as
for political and cultural institutions (e.g. European Parliament; German Government; Dutch
Government, Israeli Government, leading museums in the USA, UK, Australia and Germa-
ny). He is currently acting as co-arbitrator in a € 50 Mio LCIA arbitration.
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